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PURPOSE:

To define and outline handling of Regulated Medical (Biohazardous) Waste at Florida Hospital DeLand. 
GENERAL STATEMENT:

Using the OSHA standard, the term Regulated Medical Waste refers to the following categories of waste which require special handling (1) liquid or semi-liquid blood or Other Potential Infectious Materials (OPIM); (2) items contaminated with blood or OPIM and which would release these substances in a liquid or semi-liquid state of compressed; (3) items that are caked with dried blood or OPIM and are capable of releasing these materials during handling; (4) contaminated sharps; and (5) pathological and microbiological wastes containing blood or OPIM. 
OPMI (Other Potentially Infection Material):  an OSHA term that refers to (1) The

Following human body fluids: semen, vaginal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial

Fluid, pleural fluid, pericardial fluid, peritoneal fluid, amniotic fluid, saliva in dental procedures, and body fluid that is visibly contaminated with blood, and all body fluids in situations where it is difficult or impossible to differentiate between body fluids; (2) Any unfixed tissue or organ (other that intact skin) from a human (living or dead); and (3) HIV-containing cell or tissue cultures, organ cultures, and HIV- or HBV- containing culture medium or other solutions; and blood, organs, or other tissues from experimental animals infected with HIV or HBV. 

SPECIFICS:

I. All departments will identify Regulated Medical Waste for their area and train their personnel in proper handling and disposal of the generated waste.

II. The following will be classified as Regulated Medical Waste (biohazardous):

A. Sharps devices capable of puncturing, lacerating or otherwise penetrating the skin.  This includes needles, scalpels, blades, intact or broken glass, and intact or broken hard plastic.

B. Pathological waste

C. Isolation Waste contaminated with bodily fluid/potentially infectious material.
D. Microbiological waste

E. Peri-pads – patient generated (grossly bloody)

F. Diapers and underpads (grossly bloody)

G. Blood administration tubing

H. Suction liners/tubing

I. Chest drainage systems 

J. Surgical dressings and waste contaminated by patient body fluids from the OR

K. Contaminated/soiled dressings from patient care areas.

III. Collection and Transportation of Biohazardous Waste

A. Sharps will be collected in puncture resistant containers as close to the area of use as practicable.  Containers will be discarded when 2/3 full.  The containers will be closed by the personnel changing containers and placed in the dirty utility room where Environmental Services personnel will pick up on a routine basis. 

1. Needles will not be recapped unless necessary to preserve the integrity of the contents of a syringe.  If recapping must occur, a one-handed scoop method or a special device must be used.

2. Needles/syringes will not be cut or broken before disposal.

3. Disposable razors are discouraged.  However, if a physician requests razor use, it will be discarded in sharps containers after use.

4. Intact or broken glass and disposable metal instruments are to be discarded in a properly labeled, puncture resistant biohazard container.

B. All “non-sharps” biohazardous waste will be placed in red plastic bags located in puncture resistant containers in the dirty utility rooms or in the work area of biohazardous waste generation.  These puncture proof 
containers will be identified with a biohazardous label.

C. Large volumes of liquid regulated medical waste (including blood and suction material) which, due to the design of collection containers, cannot be safely emptied into the sewer system (ie: OR suction canisters) are to be placed in a solid-sided biohazard container for transport to the storage unit to await carriers. These collection devices must be securely sealed closed per manufacturer’s design. If the design does not permit this, then the item must first be placed in a red bag and tied prior to placement in the solid-sided biohazard container. When transporting devices or canisters that contain liquid regulated medical waste from patient care areas to biohazard rooms, these items must be placed in a red bag and tied.
D. Regulated medical waste will be red-bagged in the patient care area and then transported to the dirty utility room by Nursing Service personnel for disposal by Environmental Services staff.   All large biohazard containers found in patient rooms will have lids.

E. Environmental Services is responsible for transportation of biohazardous waste to the storage area.  They will be instructed in this procedure during initial orientation by the Environmental Services Director and have yearly reviews per departmental procedures and policies.  The properly bagged/boxed materials will be delivered to the storage area in a covered heavy-duty cart.  The carts will be cleaned according to Environmental Services Policy and after any accidental spill or contamination.  Environmental Services Personnel will wear appropriate personal protective equipment when collecting and transporting biohazardous waste.

F. If an unexpected spill of biohazardous waste occurs, it is to be cleaned up immediately with an approved disinfectant allowing for contact time as determined by manufacturer’s guidelines.  Personnel involved in the clean up will wear appropriate personal protective equipment.  Clean up blood 
“spill-its” are located throughout the house.

G. All biohazardous waste is removed from the premises by a licensed contractor.

H. Manuals of loading will be kept on file by Environmental Services.

I. All outer biohazardous waste containers, such as cardboard boxes, will be labeled with the facility name so as to identify originating source.  

NOTE:  All red Biohazardous waste bags are embossed with the facility name and address.

J. See attached list or recommended minimum treatment methods for identified types of infectious waste.

IV. Clean up of spills


In the case of a spill of Bio-hazardous waste:

A.
Small spill (i.e., a few drops of blood or other bodily fluid)

1. Wearing gloves and other PPE’s as is indicated by situation and using disposable towels.

2. Spray spill with an approved disinfectant

3. Wipe up contaminant

4. Discard towels in red biohazardous waste bag

5. Re-spray area of previous contamination

6. Allow wet contact time as per manufacturer’s guidelines to decontaminate the area.

7. Wipe surface with disposable towels

8. Discard towels and gloves and other PPE’s into the red bag.

9. Remove red bag to designated area and discard into biohazard container.

B
Large spill

1. Secure area

2. Contact Environmental Services and/or Engineering/Security for spill kit if unit kit is unavailable.

3. Following directions on spill kit, contain, decontaminate, and remove spilled substance and disinfect the area.  Personnel involved in the clean up will wear proper PPE’s.

4. Discard contaminated items in designated biohazard containers, which will be removed by Environmental Services.

Recommended Minimum Treatment Method

	TYPE OF INFECTIOUS WASTE
	INCINERATION
	CHEMICAL DISINFECTION
	FLUSH IN SEWER SYSTEM

	Waste Blood components
	
	
	X

	Chest Drainage bottles
	X
	
	

	Chest Tubes
	X
	
	

	Cultures and Stocks of Etiologic Agents
	X
	
	

	Contaminated Lab Waste
	X
	X
	

	Disposable Soiled Wash Cloths
	X
	
	

	Dialysis Solid Waste
	X
	
	

	Dialysis Coils
	
	X
	

	Dialysis Liquids
	
	
	X

	Dressings
	X
	
	

	Foley Catheter and Bags
	X
	
	

	Isolation Solid Waste
	X
	
	

	Isolation Liquid Waste
	
	
	X

	IV Tubing with Visible Blood
	X
	
	

	Disposable Linen Savers contaminated with urine or feces
	X
	
	

	Needles and Sharps
	X
	
	

	NG Tubes
	X
	
	

	Pathological Specimens
	X
	
	

	Rectal Tubes
	X
	
	

	Saturated Band-Aids and Cotton Balls
	X
	
	

	Specimen Spills
	X
	X
	

	Suction Fluids
	
	
	X

	Surgical Specimens
	X
	
	

	All Wound Drains
	X
	
	

	Any Device Entering a Vein or Artery
	X
	
	

	Diapers
	X
	
	

	Suction Lines/Tubes
	X
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